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9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills by the End of Grade 12 

Creativity and Innovation 

Core Ideas Performance Expectations 

With a growth mindset, failure is an important 
part of success.  

• 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze and use creative skills and ideas.

Innovative ideas or innovation can lead to 
career opportunities.  

• 9.4.12.CI.2: Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills and abilities.
• 9.4.12.CI.3: Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement and

transition.

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving 

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Collaboration with individuals with diverse 
experiences can aid in the problem-solving 
process, particularly for global issues where 
diverse solutions are needed. 

• 9.4.12.CT.1: Identify problem-solving strategies used in the development of an innovative product
or practice.

• 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving.

• 9.4.12.CT.3: Collaborate with individuals to analyze a variety of potential solutions to climate
change effects and determine why solutions may work better than others (e.g., political. economic,
cultural).

• 9.4.12.CT.4: Enlist input from a variety of stakeholders (e.g., community members, experts in the
field) to design a service learning activity that addresses a local or global issue (e.g., environmental
justice).

• 9.4.12.CT.5: Participate in online strategy and planning sessions for course-based, school-based or
other project and determine the strategies that contribute to effective outcomes.
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Digital Citizenship 

Core Ideas Performance Expectations 

Laws govern the use of intellectual property and 
there are legal consequences to utilizing or 
sharing another’s originals works without 
permission or appropriate credit. 

• 9.4.12.DC.1: Explain the beneficial and harmful effects that intellectual property laws can have on 
the creation and sharing of content.  
• 9.4.12.DC.2: Compare and contrast international differences in copyright laws and ethics. 

Laws govern many aspects of computing, such 
as privacy, data, property, information, and 
identity. These laws can have beneficial and 
harmful effects, such as expediting or delaying 
advancements in computing and protecting or 
infringing upon people’s rights.  

• 9.4.12.DC.3: Evaluate the social and economic implications of privacy in the context of safety, 
law, or ethics.  
• 9.4.12.DC.4: Explain the privacy concerns related to the collection of data (e.g. cookies) and 
generation of data through automated processes that may not be evident to users  
• 9.4.12.DC.5: Debate laws and regulations that impact the development and use of software 

Cultivating online reputations for employers 
and academia requires separating private and 
professional digital identities. 

• 9.4.12.DC.6: Select information to post online that positively impacts personal image and future 
college and career opportunities. 

Digital communities influence many aspects of 
society, especially the workforce. The increased 
connectivity between people in different 
cultures and different career fields have changed 
the nature, content, and responsibilities of many 
careers. 

• 9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and 
responsibilities of careers, and other aspects of society. 

Network connectivity and computing capability 
extended to objects, sensors and everyday items 
not normally considered computers allows these 
devices to generate, exchange and consume data 
with minimal human intervention. 

Technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and blockchain can help minimize the effect of 
climate change.  

• 9.4.12.DC.8: Explain how increased network connectivity and computing capabilities of everyday 
objects allow for innovative technological approaches to climate protection. 

 
  

Draft 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards– Life Literacies and Key Skills

New Jersey Department of Education Draft Jan. 2020 2



Technology Literacy 

Core Ideas Performance Expectations 

Digital tools differ in features, capacities, and 
styles. Knowledge of different digital tools is 
helpful in selecting the best tool for a given 
task. 

• 9.4.12.TL.1: Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities and 
utility for accomplishing a specified task 

• 9.4.12.TL.2: Generate data using formula-based calculations in a spreadsheet and draw 
conclusions about the data. 

Collaborative digital tools can be used to access, 
record and share different viewpoints and to 
collect and tabulate the views of groups of 
people. 

• 9.4.12.TL.3: Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments. 
• 9.4.12.TL.4: Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual worlds to 

analyze and propose a resolution to a real-world problem. 

Global and Cultural Awareness 

Core Ideas Performance Expectations 

Solutions to the problems faced by a global 
society require the contribution of individuals 
with different points of view  and experiences. 

• 9.4.12.GCA.1: Collaborate with individuals analyze a variety of potential solutions to climate 
change effects and determine why solutions may work better than others (e.g., political. economic, 
cultural). 

Information and Media Literacy  

Core Ideas Performance Expectations 

Advanced search techniques can be used with 
digital and media resources to locate 
information and to check the credibility and the 
expertise of sources to answer questions, solve 
problems, and inform the decision-making. 

• 9.4.12.IML.1: Compare search browsers and recognize features that allow for filtering of 
information. 
• 9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the 
source, and relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources.  

Digital tools such as artificial intelligence, 
image enhancement and analysis, and 
sophisticated computer modeling and simulation 
create new types of information that may have 
profound effects on society. These new types of 
information must be evaluated carefully.  

• 9.4.12.IML.3: Analyze data using tools and models to make valid and reliable claims, or to 
determine optimal design solutions.  
• 9.4.12.IML.4: Assess and critique the appropriateness and impact of existing data visualizations 
for an intended audience. 
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Core Ideas Performance Expectations 

In order for members of our society to 
participate productively, information needs to 
be shared accurately and ethically.  

• 9.4.12.IML.5: Evaluate, synthesize and apply information on climate change from various sources
appropriately.
• 9.4.12.IML.6: Use various types of media to produce and store information on climate change  for
different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, gender and age diversity.

Accurate information may help in making 
valuable and ethical choices. 

• 9.4.12.IML.7: Develop an argument to support a claim regarding a current workplace or
societal/ethical issue such as climate change.

Media have embedded values and points of 
view. 

• 9.4.12.IML.9: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias and motivations.
• 9.4.12.IML.10: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within
information and media.
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